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The important role of law
The law is the highest basis for binding responsibility, ensuring peace of mind for 
consumers, and creating the foundation for healthy competition.

Liability

For entities engaged in farming, 

production, preservation and 

distribution.

Trust ensurement

Law is a tool to protect and create trust 

to consumers.

Positive Competition

Promote transparency and protect the 

legitimate rights of organizations and 

businesses.

Despite its importance, Vietnam still does not have an Organic Agriculture 
Law, but incentive policies and standards.



• Definition (IFOAM): Production systems that sustain 
the health of soils, ecosystems, and people.
• Based on ecological processes and biodiversity.
• Instead of using inputs that have negative impacts.

• Global Trends: Optimal farming methods towards 
sustainable agriculture.
• 191 participating countries (2024).
• Area: 96 million hectares of organic land.
• Leading markets: USA, Germany, China.

“Organic agriculture” and its trends​​



Organic agriculture: a global trend
Organic agriculture is an optimal agricultural method towards sustainability, which emerged nearly a 
century ago as a protest against the overuse of chemicals.

Maintaining Soil Health Protect the Ecosystem

Human HealthFair Relationship

According to IFOAM, organic agriculture is a production system based on ecological processes, 
biodiversity and cycles adapted to local conditions.



Current status of organic agriculture development in Vietnam

Growth Scale

• 2010: 21,000 hectares of organic land.
• 2022: More than 174,000 hectares of organic land.
• Vietnam ranks 3rd in ASEAN in terms of organic production area.

Vietnam has many favorable conditions, but the overuse of 
chemicals and continuous farming have had negative impacts 
on land, water and climate resources.



Current legal framework
Vietnam has established a number of important legal documents, but it does not yet have a separate Organic Agriculture Law.

1

2013
Establishment of Vietnam Organic 

Agriculture Association.

2

2017
Promulgating National Standards (TCVN) 

11041 on Organic Agriculture.

3

2018
Decree 109/2018/ND-CP: Detailed 
regulations on organic production, 

certification and labeling.

4

2020
Decision 885/QD-TTg: Approving the Project 
on development of organic agriculture for the 

period 2020 - 2030.

TCVN 11041 prohibits the use of GMOs, pesticides and synthetic fertilizers, and requires a 
land conversion period (2-3 years).



The necessary of organic agriculture legislation
Legislation of organic agriculture is necessary to combat commercial fraud, protect consumers and ensure fair competition.

Anti-Fraud
Prevent trademark abuse and 
"Greenwashing".

Consumer Protection
Ensuring transparency and 
quality of genuine organic 
products.

High Legal Framework
Increased legal binding and 
effectiveness compared to the 
Decree.

Many developed countries such as the EU, the US (OFPA), and Japan (JAS Law) have issued 
high-level laws to strictly manage this field.



Current challenges of organic agriculture in Vietnam
The development of separate legislation is difficult due to economic, technical and social barriers.

Fragmented Scale
Small-scale production makes it difficult to apply 
systematic processes and achieve international 
certifications.

Cross-contamination
High farming density, difficult to establish buffer 
zone between organic and chemical fields.

Farming Habits
Farmers are used to chemical methods, changing 
mindset is a big barrier.

Lack of Financial Support
Support policies are still slow, complicated, and not 
strong enough to create momentum for 
transformation.

High production costs and a small domestic market are also hindering factors.



Strategic opportunities for legislation of organic agriculture in Vietnam
The legislation will create transparency, attract investment and help 
Vietnamese products access demanding markets.



Strategic goals 2020 - 2030

The organic agriculture development project for the 
2020-2030 period aims to bring Vietnam into the world's 
Top 15.

• Shift from quantity to quality, increase the added 
value of agricultural products.

• International integration, harmonization of TCVN 
11041 with strict standards (EU, USDA, JAS).

• Sustainable development, land restoration and 
response to climate change.



Recommendations on the roadmap of the legislation
To develop organic agriculture effectively and have international status, it is necessary to initiate the 
roadmap to build the Organic Agriculture Law.

International Experience 
Learnings
Learn from countries that have been 
successful in building and operating 
laws (EU, US, Japan, Korea).

Research on Vietnam 
Conditions
Identify appropriate factors to build 
a clear, feasible legal framework 
that is consistent with national 
practice.

Research on Related Laws

Review the related laws such as 
Land Law and Food Safety Law,… 
to create consistency in operation 
and management.

The legislation will create healthy competition, expand the 
domestic market and strengthen consumer confidence.
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