
  

AGENDA FOR THE INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON  

ORGANIC FARMING AND PRODUCTION 

(ISOP 2025) 

Duration: from 03rd – 06th November, 2025 

Venue: RLC hall, Can Tho University, campus 2, Ninh Kieu, Can Tho, Vietnam 

 

Monday, 03rd of November 2025 

08:00–10:30 Poster and exhibition booth set up  

13:00–13:30 Reception and participant registration  

13:30–13:45 Welcome remarks, introduction of delegates and 

conference program overview  

Dr. Lutz Weihermueller and 

Asso. Prof. Chau Minh Khoi 

13:45–15:45 Report on the achievements in research on 

organic rice cultivation practices in the Mekong 

River Delta (Fertilization, Plant Protection, and 

Rice Varieties), Traceability Technologies, 

Procurement, Market Development, and 

Environmental Aspects. 

Asso. Prof. Chau Minh Khoi 

Asso. Prof. Nguyen Thi Thu Nga 

Asso. Prof. Huynh Ky 

 

15:45–16:00 Coffee break, poster and exhibition session  

16:00–17:00 Report on the current situation and future 

orientation of organic agriculture of provinces in 

the Mekong River Delta. 

Open discussion between scientists – DAM 

(Department of Agriculture and Environment) of 

provinces – companies - cooperatives (farmers) 

- DAM 

- Prof. Wulf Amelung  
Professor and Chair of the Institute of 

Crop Science and Resource 

Conservation – Soil Science and Soil 

Ecology – University of Bonn, 

Germany 

 

- Dr. Joachim H. Spangenberg - 
Senior Scientist at the Jülich Research 

Centre, Germany. Member of multiple 

international committees including the 

Scientific Committee of the European 

Environment Agency (EEA), the 

Ecosystem Services Partnership (ESP), 

and others. 

17:30–20:00 Welcome dinner at Ninh Kieu Riverside  

 

 

 

 



  

Tuesday, 04th of November 2025 

08:00–08:30 Reception and participant registration  

08:30-08:45 Opening statement and introduction of delegates  

08:45-09:00 Welcome remarks 

 

 

 

CTU Board of Director 

Rector of Agriculture  

 

Dr. Lutz Weihermueller 
Coordinator of OrganoRice project and 

ISOP 2025 

09:00-09:10 Acknowledgement of Sponsors and presentation 

of tokens of appreciation 

Asso. Prof. Chau Minh Khoi 

Dr. Lutz Weihermueller 

09:10-11:40 Session 1: Policy, stakeholders, marketing and 

economic perspectives 

Chairman  

Dr. Jack O’Conner  
United Nations University – Institute 

for Environment and Human Security 

(UNU-EHS) in Bonn, Germany  
 

Asso. Prof Khong Tien Dung 
Lecturer at School of economics, Can 

Tho University 

09:10–09:30 Keynote speech: Social-economic opportunities 

and challenges 

Dr. Joachim H. Spangenberg 
Senior Scientist at the Jülich Research 

Centre, Germany 

09:30-09:50 Keynote speech: Innovative soil tests for 

assessing soil health 

Dr. Nguyen Quang Chon 
Senior Scientist and Business 

Development manager at 

AgroSciences, Eurofins Sac Ky Hai 

Dang Ltd. Company, Vietnam 

09:50-10:10 Legalization of Organic Agriculture in Vietnam: 

Opportunities and challenges 

Dr. Nguyen Ngoc Diem  
Senior Researcher at Southern Institute 

of Social Sciences, Vietnam 
10:10-10:30 Standardization and innovation in organic testing 

from international standards to applications in 

Asia and Vietnam 

Dr. Nguyen Thi Phuong Vi  
Advisory Services Manager of 

Eurofins Sac Ky Hai Dang Ltd. 

Company 

10:30-11:00 Coffee break, poster and exhibition session  

11:00-11:20 The determinants of technical and economic 

efficiency of organic rice farming in Mekong 

River Delta 

Asso. Prof. Khong Tien Dung – 
Lecturer at School of Economics, Can 

Tho University, Vietnam 

11:20-11:40 Willingness to pay for safe rice and organic rice 

in Mekong River Delta: evidence from a 

consumer survey 

Ms. Bui Le Thai Hanh – 
MSc/lecturer at school of economics, 

CTU Vietnam 

11:40-11:55 Open discussion  

11:55-12:10 Onsite Mekong excursion tour introduction and 

registration 

Tour guide 

12:10-13:00 Lunch  

13:00–13:30 Poster and exhibition session 

 

 



  

13:30–14:30 Session 2: Preservation, traceability and 

certification in organic production 

Chairman 

Mr. Le Qui Hoa Binh   
Agricultural Certification Manager at 

Control Union Vietnam 
 

Mr. Harald Puhl  
CEO of KIAG GmbH (Knowledge 

Intelligence Applications), Germany 

13:30-13:50 Keynote speech: Vietnam’s Path to Compliance: 

Opportunities and Challenges under the New EU 

Organic Regulation (EC 2018/848) and 

USDA/NOP (Strengthening Organic 

Enforcement) 

Mr. Le Qui Hoa Binh 
Agricultural Certification Manager at 

Control Union Vietnam 

13:50-14:10 Digital tools for organic farming transparency: 

Supporting organic certification and research 

synergies through the KIPUS digital traceability 

system and database 

Mr. Tom Anders  
KIAG GmbH (Knowledge Intelligence 

Applications), Germany 

14:10-14:30 Impact of packaging and storage temperature 

on the quality, functional compounds, and 

stability of organic pigmented and white rice 

varieties from Vietnam 

Asso. Prof. Nguyen Cong Ha 
Institute of Food and Biotechnology, 

Can Tho University, Can Tho, Vietnam 

14:30-17:00 Session 3: Landscape, Biodiversity and 

Variety testing 

Chairman 

Prof. Dr. Zita Sebesvari  
Deputy Director of the 

United Nations University – Institute 

for Environment and Human Security 

(UNU-EHS) in Bonn, Germany. 

 

Asso. Prof. Huynh Ky  
College of Agriculture, CTU, Vietnam 

14:30-14:50 Keynote speech: Dragonflies – good indicators 

for healthy rice paddies 

Dr. Jurgen Ott  
CEO of L.U.P.O GmbH, Germany 

14:50-15:10 Quantile-Based Harmonic Time Series Analysis 

for Sub-Seasonal Land Use Classification 

in the Mekong River Delta 

Dr. Carsten Montzka - Senior 
Senior Scientist at the Jülich Research 

Centre, Germany 

15:10-15:30 Unveiling Mekong Delta Agriculture: A Multi-

Year Geospatial Dataset of Land Use, Pesticide 

Use, and Irrigation (2022-2025) 

Mr. Nick Kupfer,  
PhD student Senior Scientist at the 

Jülich Research Centre, Germany  

15:30-16:00 Coffee break, poster and exhibition session  

16:00-16:20 The Cascading Benefits of Organic Rice 

Farming in the Vietnamese Mekong Delta 

Ms Gioia Emidi 
Researcher at United Nations 

University, Institute for Environment 

and Human Security (UNU-EHS) 

16:20-16:40 Soil biodiversity dynamics following 

agroecological practices implementation in the 

Mekong Delta 

Mr. Van Quoc Giang 
PhD Student at The University of 

Reunion, French and CTU 



  

16:40-17:00 Changes in rice quality of 7 rice varieties under 

organic and conventional farming in the province 

Vinh Long, Vietnam. 

Dr. Bjorn Thiele  
Senior Scientist at Agrosphere Institute, 

Forschungszentrum Jülich Center, 

Germany 

16:40-17:00 Open discussion  

 

Wednesday, 05th of November 2025 

08:00–08:30 Reception and participant registration  

08:30-12:00 Session 4: Organic fertilization and soil 

management 

Chairman 

Dr. Dang Duy Minh 
Lecturer/scientist at Soil Science 

Department, College of Agriculture, 

Can Tho University, Vietnam 

Dr. Bei Wu 
Senior Scientist at Agrosphere Institute, 

Forschungszentrum Jülich Center, 

Germany 

08:30-09:00 Keynote Speech: Biogeochemistry and 

sustainable subsoil management in paddy rice 

systems 

Prof. Wulf Amelung  
Professor and Chair of the Institute of 

Crop Science and Resource 

Conservation – Soil Science and Soil 

Ecology,  University of Bonn, 

Germany 

09:00-09:20 The journey to build an ecological rice value 

chain of the Raglay community, Vietnam 

Ms. Nguyen Van Anh 
Caritas Phan Thiet Social Charity 

Committee 

09:20-09:40 Abavina: Soil Regeneration for Green 

Livelihood Creation 

Ms. Nguyen Thi Kim Thoa 
Founder and operator of ABAVINA 

JSC - Thuan Thien Agricultural 

Community 
09:40-10:00 Evaluating the Impact of Plasma Activated 

Water in the Organic Rice Cultivation Model 

on Shrimp-Rice Land in An Bien Commune, 

An Giang Province 

Dr. Le Van Dung 
Deputy Director of An Giang 

Agricultural Extension Center 

10:00–10:20 Coffee break, poster and exhibition session  

10:20-10:40 Effect of Silicon Fertilization on Heavy Metal 

Uptake and Distribution in Rice Cultivation in 

Vinh Long, Vietnam 

Dr. Arne Kappenberg 
Scientist at the Institute of Crop 

Science and Resource Conservation 

(INRES) - Soil Science & Soil 

Ecology, Bonn University 

10:40-11:00 Role of Silicon and Its Application Potential in 

Sustainable Agriculture via Rice Straw 

Recycling on Paddy Fields in the Mekong River 

Delta, Vietnam. 

Dr. Huynh Mach Tra My – 
Researcher at Soil Science Department, 

College of Agriculture, CTU, Vietnam 

11:00-11:20 Influence of plant residue quality on mineral-

associated organic matter stabilization in 

converted upland soils 

Dr. Le Van Dang  
Researcher at Soil Science Department, 

College of Agriculture, CTU, Vietnam 

 

 



  

11:20-11:40 Effectiveness of green manure incorporation 

combined with organic fertilizers for enhancing 

soil fertility in rice production: a case study in 

the Mekong River Delta 

Ms. To Thi Mong Diem  
PhD Student at College of Agriculture, 

CTU, Vietnam 

11:40-12:00 Open discussion and continuation of Session  

12:00-13:00 Lunch  

13:00–13:30 Poster and exhibition session  

13:30–17:00 Session 5: Pest management, Irrigation and 

Pollution  

Chairman 

Dr. Nguyen Thi Thu Nga  
Head of Plant protection, College of 

Agriculture, Can Tho University, 

Vietnam 

 

Dr. Lutz Weihermüller 
Senior Scientist at the Research Center 

Jülich, Germany 

13:30-13:50 Evaluating Pesticide Residues in Conventional 

and Organic Rice Cultivation in the Mekong 

Delta: Strategies for Mitigating Contamination 

Ms. Linda Klamann  
PhD Student at the Research Center 

Jülich, Germany 

13:50-14:10 Efficacy of Derris elliptica against Pomacea 

canaliculata in Organic Rice Production in 

Vinh 

Long, Vietnam 

Ms. Lang Tran Hong Ngoc 
Researcher at Plant Protection 

Department, College of Agriculture, 

CTU, Vietnam 

14:10-14:30 Weed management in organic rice cultivation Dr. Nguyen Chi Cuong – 
Lecturer/Scientist at Plant protection 

department, College of Agriculture, 

CTU, Vietnam 

14:30-15:00 Coffee break, poster and exhibition session  

15:00-15:30 Keynote speech: Sustainable Irrigated Rice 

Production - Experiences from South-East Asia 

and Impact in international negotiations 

Online Presentation 

Prof. Dr. Josef Settele  
Head of the Department of 

Conservation Biology & Social-

Ecological Systems at UFZ, Germany  

15:30-15:50 Water is key: optimal irrigation strategies for 

organic rice farming in Mekong Delta 

provinces 

Jack O’Conner  
Researcher at United Nations 

University, Institute for Environment 

and Human Security (UNU-EHS), 

Bonn Germany 

15:50–15:40 Latitude, Climate and Crop Seasonality as 

Systematic Predictors of Arsenic in Rice 

Dr. Nguyen Ngoc Minh  
Lecturer/scientist at Faculty of 

Environmental Sciences, University of 

Science, Vietnam National University, 

Vietnam 

15:40-16:00 Effect of Manganese on Arsenic Accumulation 

in Rice under Elevated Temperature and CO2 

 

 

 

 

Dr Kieu Thi Hoa  
Hanoi University of Natural Resources 

and Environment, Vietnam 



  

16:00-16:20 Nematode Community in Relation to Organic 

Rice Cultivation in the Mekong Delta 

Dr. Nguyen Van Sinh 
Lecturer at Soil Science department, 

College of Agriculture, Can Tho 

University, Vietnam 

16:20-16:40 … Speaker of Naturland 

16:40-17:00 
Open discussion, ISOP 2025 highlight video & 

presentation of certificates to speakers 

 

17:30-20:00 Gala dinner at Lua Nep Restaurant  

 

Thursday, 06th of November 2025 

08:00-13:00 Pick-up at CTU and excursion  

 


